
Nonprofit Census Action Toolkit Overview

The Nonprofit Census Action Toolkit is designed to give you basic tools that you can use to 
build awareness about the census and encourage the people you serve to be counted.  Please 
start building support now within your organization, and consider what steps your organization 
can take. These ready-to-print materials are available for your nonprofit to use. We hope all 
organizations will post the Census 2020 posters in your lobby, include information in your 
e-newsletter and share at community events, and educate your own staff so they can support 
people who have questions.  We hope some of you will take additional action to help your 
constituents get counted, such as helping them access the internet.

The basic information you need most is contained in this kit.  We have additional resources 
available on our website at www.washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census

Facebook social media images in Spanish and English.

6’x2’ banner for event tables.

8.5” x 11” table stand 
insert for events.

Additional tools available online:

•  Executive Director Letter to Clients, Staff, and Board
• FAQ Sheet
• How to Organize a Phone Bank
• Letter to the Editor and Press Release Templates
• Newsletter Article
• Radio PSA Scripts
• Short video

2.5” stickers, 
English and Spanish

washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census

Everyone 
Counts! Ask here 

about the 
2020 census!

WE MAKE SURE NONPROFITS HAVE WHAT THEY NEED TO SUCCEED.



A better future for 
your children

More resources for 
your community

A voice for you 
in government

Learn more at www.WashingtonNonprofits.org/2020Census

Completing 
the census 
will ensure:

Your Family 
Matters

washingtonnonprofits.org

Everyone Counts
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Cómo se gastan los dólares 
de los impuestos

 Quién recibe carreteras, 
escuelas y servicios

Quien está representado 
en el gobierno

Al ser contado 
le das poder a 
tu comunidad. El 
censo determina:

Usted es 
importante.
¡Haz que te cuenten!

Obtén más información en www.WashingtonNonprofits.org/2020Census

A better future for 
your children

More resources for 
your community

A voice for you 
in government

Learn more at www.WashingtonNonprofits.org/2020Census

Completing 
the census 
will ensure:

Your Family 
Matters

washingtonnonprofits.org

Everyone Counts

washingtonnonprofits.org

How tax dollars 
are spent

 Who gets roads, 
schools & services

 Who is represented 
in government

Learn more at www.WashingtonNonprofits.org/2020Census

You empower your 
community when 
you are counted. The 
census determines:

You Matter.
Get Counted!

A better future for 
your children
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Completing 
the census 
will ensure:

Your Family 
Matters
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Everyone Counts

Un futuro mejor para 
tus hijos

Más recursos para 
tu comunidad

Una voz para ti en el 
gobierno

Completar el 
censo asegurará:

Tu Familia 
Importa
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Todos Contamos

Obtén más información en www.WashingtonNonprofits.org/2020Census
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You empower your 
community when 
you are counted. The 
census determines:

You Matter.
Get Counted!

11” x 17” posters depicting families and single adults, in English and Spanish.
11” x 8.5” timeline suggesting ways to get 
involved in promoting the 2020 census.

8.5” x 11” infographic about the 2020 census, 
available in English and Spanish.

Census 2020 is Coming: Are You Ready to Be Counted?

The 2020 U.S. Census is coming.

Your participation in the Census means that our community will receive the funds we 
deserve for schools, health and social services, roads, and other programs that serve 
individuals and families. When you get counted, you also strengthen democracy by 
showing politicians in Washington, DC and Olympia, that you matter and care about 
our community’s future. The Census takes just a few minutes to complete and means a 
better future for us all. Your household will receive at least one letter from the U.S. Census 
Bureau with instructions on how to participate online. Keep an eye out for it, and follow its 
instructions when you receive it.

Learn more at www.washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census

Se acerca el Censo 2020: ¿Está listo para ser contado?

El censo de EE.UU. de 2020 se acerca.

Tu participación en el Censo permite que nuestra comunidad reciba los fondos que 
merecemos para las escuelas, los servicios sociales y de salud, las carreteras y otros 
programas que sirven a los individuos y a las familias. Al ser contado también fortaleces la 
democracia, demostrándole a los políticos en Washington, DC y Olympia que te preocupa 
e importa el futuro de nuestra comunidad. Completar el Censo toma solo unos minutos y 
significa un mejor futuro para todos nosotros.

Tu hogar recibirá al menos una carta de la Oficina del Censo de los Estados Unidos con instrucciones sobre 
cómo participar en línea. Mantente atento y sigue las instrucciones al recibirla.

Obtén más información en www.washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census

English and Spanish handbill featuring individuals (fits into a #10 envelope).

English and Spanish handbill featuring families (fits into a #10 envelope).

Census 2020 
is Coming: 

Is Your Family Ready 
to Be Counted?

The 2020 U.S. Census 
is coming.

Your participation in the Census 
means that our community will 
receive the funds we deserve for 
schools, health and social services, 
roads, and other programs that 
serve individuals and families. 
When you get counted, you also 
strengthen democracy by showing 
politicians in Washington, DC and 
Olympia, that you matter and care 
about our community’s future. The 
Census takes just a few minutes 
to complete and means a better 
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from the U.S. Census Bureau with 
instructions on how to participate 
online. Keep an eye out for it, and 
follow its instructions when you 
receive it.
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Se acerca el 
Censo 2020: 

¿Está listo para ser 
contado?

El censo de EE.UU. de 
2020 se acerca.

Tu participación en el Censo 
permite que nuestra comunidad 
reciba los fondos que merecemos 
para las escuelas, los servicios 
sociales y de salud, las carreteras 
y otros programas que sirven a 
los individuos y a las familias. Al 
ser contado también fortaleces 
la democracia, demostrándole a 
los políticos en Washington, DC y 
Olympia que te preocupa e importa 
el futuro de nuestra comunidad. 
Completar el Censo toma solo 
unos minutos y significa un mejor 
futuro para todos nosotros.

Tu hogar recibirá al menos una 
carta de la Oficina del Censo de los 
Estados Unidos con instrucciones 
sobre cómo participar en línea. 
Mantente atento y sigue las 
instrucciones al recibirla.

Obtén más información en 
washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census

Summer 2019: 
Learn about the Census 

and Plan for 2020

January-February 2020: 
Show Your Support for the Census

February-May 2020: 
Engage the Community

Census Timeline and Checklist for Nonprofits

This is the time to start 
educating your organization 
and community about the 
Census. Some actions you can 
take before the Census are:

 q  Use these materials to learn 
more and educate your staff, 
board and volunteers about 
the Census. Train your staff to 
answer basic questions and 
explain why it is important to 
participate.

 q  Subscribe to Washington 
Nonprofits’ email 
list to get updates 
and find out about 
funding opportunities 
for census outreach. 
Subscribe at 
washingtonnonprofits.org/
membership/sign-up-for-our-
email-list.

 q  Connect with your local 
Complete Count Committee.

 q  Organize! Check to see if any 
groups you work with are 
doing census education. If 
not, suggest that you make it a 
shared priority.

As a trusted member of your 
community, the Census Bureau needs 
your help to get out the count and 
dispel fear surrounding the Census. You 
can partner in a few ways:

This is the time to encourage 
people in your community 
to get counted. Some action 
steps for your organization 
include:

 q  Hang the Census posters from this toolkit in 
your spaces.

 q  Consider setting up a way for people to fill out 
the Census online at your site.

 q  Distribute handbills and fact sheets about the 
Census at meetings, events, and community 
gatherings to encourage community members 
to get counted.

 q  Encourage trusted staff and community 
members to make announcements about 
the Census during events, meetings, or 
conversations.

 q  Make a public statement about your 
support for the Census by issuing a press 
release, letter to the editor, and/or radio 
announcement. 

 q  Add Census outreach 
messages to your online and 
social media communications.

 q  Add the Census handbill to 
any direct mail you send to your networks.

 q  Meet the Partnership Specialist at your local 
U.S. Census office. Ask them about outreach 
materials or giveaways.

 q  Start conversations with your 
clients and other constituents 
about the importance of getting 
counted.

 q  Plan and host a 
National Census 
Day party on April 
1, 2020 where you 
invite folks to your 
organization to celebrate and 
complete the Census together. 

 q  Sponsor or co-sponsor a 
Census event with your local 
U.S. Census Office, Complete 
Count Committee, or community 
partners.

washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census

¡Hay muchos asuntos en 
juego!

 ●  En qué se gasta el dinero 
de nuestros impuestos

 ●  Quien obtiene vías, 
escuelas y servicios

 ●  Quien está representado 
en el gobierno

La meta es contar a todas las 
personas que vivan en los Estados 
Unidos, en su lugar de residencia, 
el 1 de abril del 2020. (Personas de 
todas las edades, sin importar su 
situación migratoria).

Por primera vez, la mayoría de las 
personas responderán en línea.

El Censo estará disponible en 13 idiomas.

Esta vez hay 
menos recursos 
para la difusión; 
por lo tanto, las 
comunidades 
deben trabajar 
juntas para 
garantizar un buen 
conteo. 

A muchas comunidades les preocupa que 
datos se recopilaran y como se usaran. 
¡Hablemos de eso!

Únase a nosotros en preparación para el Censo 
2020, para poder asegurar un conteo justo, 
preciso y seguro.

Obtenga más información en:  www.washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census

El Censo se realizará durante la 
primavera del 2020.
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 Lo que los Grupos Comunitarios Deben Saber

Censo 2020

There is a lot at stake!

 ● How tax dollars are spent

 ●  Who gets roads, schools 
& services

 ●  Who is represented in 
government

The goal is to count every person 
living in the US wherever they are 
living on April 1, 2020 (all ages, 
regardless of immigration status).

For the first time, most people will 
respond online.

The census will be available in 13 languages.

There are fewer 
resources for 
outreach this time, 
so communities 
need to work 
together to ensure 
a good count.

Many communities have concerns about what 
data is being collected and how it will be used. 
Let’s talk about it!

Join us in preparing for Census 2020, so we can 
ensure a fair, accurate and safe count.

Learn more at www.washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census

The census takes place in Spring 2020.
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 What Community Groups Need to Know

Census 2020

Census 2020 
is Coming: 

Is Your Family Ready 
to Be Counted?

A better future for 
your children

More resources for 
your community

A voice for you 
in government

Learn more at www.WashingtonNonprofits.org/2020Census

Completing 
the census 
will ensure:

Your Family 
Matters
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Everyone Counts

These materials are available for download at washingtonnonprofits.org/2020Census or contact us to request printed versions.


